
Students                                                                                                                      BP 5141.52(a) 
 
SUICIDE PREVENTION 
 
The Board of Trustees recognizes that suicide is a leading cause of death among youth, and 
prevention is a collective effort that requires stakeholder engagement and school personnel who 
regularly interact with students. School personnel are often in a position to recognize the warning 
signs of suicide and to offer appropriate referral and/or assistance. In an effort to reduce suicidal 
behavior, its impact on students and families, and other trauma associated with suicide, the 
Superintendent or designee shall develop measures, strategies, practices, and supports for suicide 
prevention, intervention, and postvention. 

In developing policy and procedures for suicide prevention, intervention, and postvention, the 
Superintendent or designee shall consult with school and community stakeholders, school-
employed mental health professionals, suicide prevention experts, and, in developing policy for 
grades K-6, the county mental health plan.  (Education Code 215) 

School and community stakeholders and school mental health professionals with whom the 
Superintendent or designee shall consult may include district and school administrators, school 
counselors, school psychologists, school social workers, school nurses, other staff, 
parents/guardians and caregivers, students, local health agencies, mental health professionals, 
community organizations, law enforcement, legal counsel, and/or the district's risk manager or 
insurance carrier.  The Superintendent or designee may also collaborate with county and/or city 
governments in an effort to align district policy with any existing community suicide prevention  

 
Measures and strategies for suicide prevention, intervention, and postvention shall include, but 
are not limited to (reference AR 5141.52 for more information): 

1.    Staff development on suicide awareness and prevention for teachers, interns, school 
counselors, and others who interact with students, including, as appropriate, substitute 
teachers, coaches, expanded day learning staff, crossing guards, tutors, and volunteers. 
 
2.    Instruction to students in problem solving, coping, and resiliency skills to promote 
students' mental, emotional, and social health and well-being, as well as instruction in 
recognizing and appropriately responding to warning signs of suicidal intent in others. 
 
3.    Methods for promoting a positive school climate that enhances students' feelings of 
connectedness with the school and that is characterized by caring staff and harmonious 
interrelationships among students. 

4.    The review of materials and resources used in awareness efforts and communications 
to ensure they align with best practices for safe and effective messaging about suicide. 
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SUICIDE PREVENTION (continued) 
 

5.    The provision of information to parents/guardians and caregivers regarding risk and 
protective factors, warning signs of suicide, the severity of the suicide problem among 
youth, the district's suicide prevention curriculum, the district's suicide prevention policy 
and procedures, basic steps for helping suicidal youth, the importance of communicating 
with appropriate staff if suicide risk is present or suspected, access to suicide prevention 
training, and/or school and community resources that can help youth in crisis. 
 
6.    Encouragement for students to notify appropriate school personnel or other adults 
when they are experiencing thoughts of suicide or when they suspect or have knowledge 
of another student's suicidal intentions. 

7.    Crisis intervention procedures for addressing suicide threats or attempts. 
 
8.    Counseling and other postvention strategies for helping students, staff, and others 
cope in the aftermath of a student's suicide. 

9.    Establishment of District and/or school-site crisis intervention team(s) to ensure the 
proper implementation and review of this policy and other District practices related to the 
emotional and behavioral wellness of students, including, but not limited to, the oversight 
of mental health and suicide prevention training, collaboration with community mental 
health organizations, identification of resources and organizations that provide evidence-
based treatment, collaboration to build community response, and compliance with 
Education Code 215. 

As appropriate, these measures and strategies shall specifically address the needs of students who 
are at high risk of suicide, including, but not limited to, students who are bereaved by suicide; 
students with disabilities, mental illness, or substance use disorders; students who are 
experiencing homelessness or who are in out-of-home settings such as foster care; and students 
who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or questioning.  (Education Code 215) 
 
The Board shall ensure that measures and strategies for students in grades K-6 are age 
appropriate and delivered and discussed in a manner that is sensitive to the needs of young 
students.  (Education Code 215) 

If a referral is made for mental health or related services for a student in grade K-6 who is a 
Medi-Cal beneficiary, the Superintendent or designee shall coordinate and consult with the 
county mental health plan.  (Education Code 215) 

District employees shall act only within the authorization and scope of their credential or license.  
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SUICIDE PREVENTION (continued) 
 
Nothing in this policy shall be construed as authorizing or encouraging District employees to 
diagnose or treat mental illness unless they are specifically licensed and employed to do 
so.  (Education Code 215)  The District shall ensure staff is provided training on suicide 
awareness and prevention as well as how and when to refer individuals to services. 
 
The Board shall review, and update as necessary, this policy at least every five years. The Board 
may, at its discretion, review the policy more frequently.  (Education Code 215) 

The Superintendent or designee shall periodically review district data pertaining to school 
climate and reports of suicidal ideation, attempts, or death to identify patterns or trends and make 
recommendations regarding program development. 

The Superintendent or designee shall post this policy on the District's web site, in a prominent 
location and in a manner that is easily accessible to parents/guardians and students.  (Education 
Code 234.6) 

Policy Reference Disclaimer: 
These references are not intended to be part of the policy itself, nor do they indicate the basis or 
authority for the Board to enact this policy. Instead, they are provided as additional resources for 
those interested in the subject matter of the policy.  

State   Description 
Ed. Code 215   Student suicide prevention policies 

Ed. Code 215.5   Student identification cards, inclusion of safety hotlines 

Ed. Code 216   Suicide prevention online training programs 

Ed. Code 234.6   Bullying and harassment prevention information 

Ed. Code 32280-32289.5 School safety plans 

Ed. Code 49060-49079 Student records 

Ed. Code 49602   Counseling and confidentiality of student information 

Ed. Code 49604   Suicide prevention training for school counselors 

Gov. Code 810-996.6  Government Claims Act 

Pen. Code 11164-11174.3 Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act 
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SUICIDE PREVENTION (continued) 
 

W&I Code 5698   Emotionally disturbed youth; legislative intent 

W&I Code 5850-5886 Children's Mental Health Services Act 

Management Resources    Description 
California Department of Education Publication Health Framework for California Public 

Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade 
Twelve, 2019 

California Department of Education Publication Model Youth Suicide Prevention Policy  

California Department of Education Publication Health Education Content Standards for 
California Public Schools, Kindergarten 
Through Grade Twelve, 2008 

CALSCHLS Publication    California School Staff Survey (CSSS) 

CALSCHLS Publication    California School Parent Survey (CSPS) 

CALSCHLS Publication    California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS) 

Centers for Disease Control&Prevention Publication School Connectedness:  Strategies for 
Increasing Protective Factors Among Youth, 
2009 

Court Decision   Corales v. Bennett (Ontario-Montclair 
School District), (2009) 567 F.3d 554 

Each Mind Matters Publication  Making Headlines: Guide to Engaging the 
Media in Suicide Prevention in California, 
2012 

Heard Alliance Publication  K-12 Toolkit for Mental Health Promotion 
and Suicide Prevention, 2017 

Mental Health Svcs Oversight & Accountability Pub Striving for Zero: California's Strategic Plan 
for Suicide Prevention 2020-2025 

Nat'l Assoc. of School Psychologists Publication Preventing Suicide:  Guidelines for 
Administrators and Crisis Teams, 2015 

Suicide Prevention Resource Center Publication After a Suicide: A Toolkit for Schools, 2nd  
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SUICIDE PREVENTION (continued) 
   Edition, 2018 

U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Services Publication Preventing Suicide:  A Toolkit for High 
Schools, 2012 

U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Services Publication National Strategy for Suicide Prevention:  
Goals and Objectives for Action, rev. 2012 

Website Suicide Prevention Messaging 

Website National Action Alliance for Suicide Prevention 

Website Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission 

Website HEARD Alliance 

Website Each Mind Matters: California's Mental Health Movement 

Website Crisis Text Line 

Website CalSCHLS 

Website California Mental Health Services Authority 

Website National Child Traumatic Stress Network 

Website Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 

Website Suicide Prevention Lifeline 

Website Suicide Prevention Resource Center 

Website Trevor Project 

Website American Academy of Pediatrics 

Website American Association of Suicidology 

Website American Foundation for Suicide Prevention 

Website American Psychological Association 

Website California Department of Education, Mental Health 

Website California Department of Health Care Services, Mental Health Services 

https://suicidepreventionmessaging.org/#
https://theactionalliance.org/#
https://mhsoac.ca.gov/#
https://www.heardalliance.org/#
https://emmresourcecenter.org/#
https://www.crisistextline.org/#
https://calschls.org/#
https://www.calmhsa.org/#
http://www.nctsn.org/#
http://www.samhsa.gov/#
http://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/#
http://www.sprc.org/about-suicide#
http://thetrevorproject.org/#
http://www.aap.org/#
http://www.suicidology.org/#
http://afsp.org/#
http://www.apa.org/#
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/cg/mh#
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/MH#
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SUICIDE PREVENTION (continued) 
 

Website Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Mental Health 

Website National Association of School Psychologists 

Website National Institute for Mental Health 

Website American School Counselor Association 

Cross References 

Code Description 
0450 Comprehensive Safety Plan 

0450 Comprehensive Safety Plan 

0470 COVID-19 Mitigation Plan 

1112 Media Relations 

1220 Citizen Advisory Committees 

1220 Citizen Advisory Committees 

1240 Volunteer Assistance 

1240 Volunteer Assistance 

1400 Relations Between Other Governmental Agencies And 
The Schools 

3515 Campus Security 

3515 Campus Security 

4112.21 Interns 

4112.21 Interns 

4121 Temporary/Substitute Personnel 

4121 Temporary/Substitute Personnel 

4127 Temporary Athletic Team Coaches 

http://www.cdc.gov/mentalhealth#
http://www.nasponline.org/#
http://www.nimh.nih.gov/#
http://www.schoolcounselor.org/#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=bY3vZ9pbd8vHL3zMeylxDg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=2WO7zwkhPaPC26DTZVGtpA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=zqW3kmZn1LOg1ZK7aLV2wA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=qyLb39HMb7KqmN6OhvKffQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=j9IPLBD9FY8u6aXvwPDGplusA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=pluswNOUND0AXcsgcDN5ZLoNg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=qtmyiml4l7GvDTy6r17JMw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=zzASb7clCzcCyplus88RtsvplusQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=NJ8BCzsWlEWUKsJ7slshAuTsQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=NJ8BCzsWlEWUKsJ7slshAuTsQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=eUxDGeejI2PR9ryNBKFrCw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=olcDmeL09hZzpeRslshiy0iPw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=7jZh4cIxjCOKBXplus2Q2Dmeg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=oVBIP5XyrL4aB8VoHblxPA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=xvJ8Rv1gUhYoz1Ea1cbcslshw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=0cNWraamPjs8IOaZ62DhxQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=ErqpslshUoEJaDp5uAvu8CSTg==#
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4127 Temporary Athletic Team Coaches 

4131 Staff Development 

4227 Temporary Athletic Team Coaches 

4227 Temporary Athletic Team Coaches 

4231 Staff Development 

4327 Temporary Athletic Team Coaches 

4327 Temporary Athletic Team Coaches 

4331 Staff Development 

5125 Student Records 

5125 Student Records 

5131 Conduct 

5131.2 Bullying 

5131.2 Bullying 

5131.6 Alcohol And Other Drugs 

5131.6 Alcohol And Other Drugs 

5131.8 Mobile Communication Devices 

5137 Positive School Climate 

5138 Conflict Resolution/Peer Mediation 

5141 Health Care And Emergencies 

5141 Health Care And Emergencies 

5141.22 Infectious Diseases 

5141.22 Infectious Diseases 

https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=u76vB9fyN6KzILvdsq6TIQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=pWroconr3uxN8IH6o1THPg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=Llxb60XOJL5N64VlBM2sOQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=58p6ajieAWxKVslshVG0TBgIg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=TdDslshPM3FElcWplus1cDGhZCfQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=CcQRvCJltb9X5oilpUObEg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=WAXaXplusplus00ABvE6TbT4xvSQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=hplusTLp1ko2H2hPw5RS0rmhA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=R2sOzhydv7S3yougeNFlag==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=KFb0YcFcBX9oOwfWYRN65w==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=mVu5zcV6CslshzyAlplus67gnICg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=RYNplus5ZjslshT9lZ83gplusqks3slshw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=dml8peO3bkBelUMzEToBig==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=YsXVVuDMJqLl9k7d04hpTw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=yVSqxgOvlWVwpCrBB5jICA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=L6ERMQCtWjrntpFLxdAKUQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=FbLkRReAyqkprjye9UnWZA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=9f4iWVyXtiTXFIZlxRsXOg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=VlVXslshs1LpWcDbn2qqplusOy7A==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=VvmExio601ZZ4ZEz1vD81g==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=dsN81evOIfdNLM5PT1incw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=6pxjfiENeArHTQ0Lt49UNg==#
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5141.4 Child Abuse Prevention And Reporting 

5141.4 Child Abuse Prevention And Reporting 

5141.5 Mental Health 

5141.6 School Health Services 

5141.6 School Health Services 

5142 Safety 

5142 Safety 

5145.3 Nondiscrimination/Harassment 

5145.3 Nondiscrimination/Harassment 

5145.7 Sexual Harassment 

5145.7 Sexual Harassment 

5145.71 Title IX Sexual Harassment Complaint Procedures 

5145.71-E PDF(1) Title IX Sexual Harassment Complaint Procedures 

5145.9 Hate-Motivated Behavior 

5148 Child Care And Development 

5148 Child Care And Development 

5148.2 Before/After School Programs 

5148.2 Before/After School Programs 

6142.8 Comprehensive Health Education 

6142.8 Comprehensive Health Education 

6145.2 Athletic Competition 

6145.2 Athletic Competition 

https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=RHCy8qSvuzqlkNK4eJGA0w==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=zqPdhq4CMgqHXXhFckmF5g==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=Ppe5ViMEnslshDRzP8j33zveQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=HLAhfmqm0chyHdbqSLcTzg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=FSzgGHjlLjQNUZfaqB9DTQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=HgTslshaIG4BzeDgsBslshSweLag==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=MGQ2bHBYtejpCJbgCNedpA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=pdkfplusVd4aCLKEuPfNY5dslshg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=sxJw2UIAi72TmBzl7nnHUA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=C7pYb8VXf2WZE2raPYvA8A==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=VuFMtuvbiN7sSPQPpe8Splusg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=slsh3GhTTHyzxQfbXbyJfN97w==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=n2qSA8qxKWee0TaNDXq1Sg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=h94TPKkDBYT22l40plusWVBwg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=US46J3IE3zRplusGgpplusNSw8aQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=sZCVbogrETYjNpluspL8PHCLQ==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=fudYhaqxk8VMIRqiNqSqQA==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=4zNftBnplusN0NifqbmYfb77w==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=RDPnyegfQRtXwtSplusT0c3Uw==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=PplusZ7o92iVjZp2qnp48Cgdg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=MJQZpvWMfiOe7slshSNWNvKCg==#
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/Policy/ViewPolicy.aspx?S=36030855&revid=wB3oyPCFWtXKgbLkObOplusCQ==#
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6145.8 Assemblies And Special Events 

6164.2 Guidance/Counseling Services 

6164.5 Student Success Teams 

6164.5 Student Success Teams 
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