

· The Deaf and Hard of Hearing (D/HH) program at Canyon Vista Elementary School utilizes a simultaneous communication approach (Spoken English and Signing Exact English).  The program objective is to develop individual communicative competence for every student.

· The focus for the deaf and hard of hearing students is the development of auditory (listening) skills, as well as the expression and understanding of language.

· Through intensive multi-sensory academic guidance, students develop strategies for accessing information and learn to communicate effectively with their families, hearing and d/hh peers, and community members.

· Each student’s long term goal of general education is a gradual process; most often beginning in our infant-toddler program, moving to our preschool / kindergarten reverse mainstream programs, progressing towards complete integration in elementary grades.

· The teachers, specialists, and paraprofessionals work together as a collaborative team. The team continually develops their areas of expertise. They share their knowledge and creativity to establish rich learning environments, with stimulating experiences, and challenging activities. Strategies to address specific needs are embedded into general education curriculum.
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PARENT EDUCATION and EMPOWERMENT with PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT
Infant - Toddler Program
· Family-centered intervention program that facilitates the development of infants and toddlers that are deaf or hard of hearing.

· A parent advisor shares information and resources with the family to encourage well-informed decisions.

· A Speech and Language Pathologist provides intervention for toddlers. 

· Communication methodology options are based on family choice and the unique abilities of each child.



· Hearing peers provide age appropriate language models in the classroom.

· A multi-sensory approach is used for social and communicative development. 

· Comprehensive, dynamic and formative assessments are used to develop curriculum and address ongoing, changing individual needs. 
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· Educational specialists for D/HH and highly qualified general education teachers join forces to ensure mainstreaming success.

· Educational teams collaborate to incorporate accommodations and state standards into the curriculum.

· Communication and interaction is strongly encouraged between d/hh students and their hearing peers.

· Individualized needs and development of self advocacy skills are supported and monitored.
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The Mission Statement of the

Canyon Vista Elementary School

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program is to aid students who are deaf or hard of hearing to optimize learning in their educational environments.
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Speech and Language Pathologists provide:
· Intensive speech and language intervention with a strong auditory component.

· Collaboration between families and staff exists to provide opportunities to enhance a child’s communication skills.

· In - class speech, language, and auditory lessons provide carryover opportunities.

· Home programs facilitate reinforcement and generalization of skills across all environments.

Audiologist provides:

· Audiological support & assessment  for access to educational programs.
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· SEE (Signing Exact English) classes offered weekly when school is in session, Oct.-May.

· Parent education sessions offered every trimester.

· DHH Specialist assists during educational transitions.
· Annual SEE skillshop available to parents, families, and staff members.
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